FRIENDS OF CHAMBER MUSIC

in Cooperation with Pacific’s Conservatory of Music presents

TURTLE ISLAND QUARTET

MATEUSZ SMOCZYNSKI , violin
DAVID BALAKRISHNAN, violin, baritone violin
BENJAMIN VON GUTZEIT, viola
MARK SUMMER, cello
2:30 PM, Sunday, October 25, 2015

Faye Spanos Concert Hall
University of the Pacific

BIRTH OF THE COOL

Reaching for lyricism and gentler textures as a reaction to the fiery
sounds of bebop, the renowned musicians who performed on the seminal
recording, Birth of the Cool, consider it a tipping point towards the style that
became known as “Cool Jazz.” The living embodiment of cool, Miles Davis,
and his colleagues, Gil Evans, Gerry Mulligan, Lee Konitz, etc., set the table
for a slew of legendary groups that shared their vision. From the Modern
Jazz Quartet and Gunther Schuller of third stream music, to the west coast
sounds of the Dave Brubeck Quartet with Paul Desmond, to the iconoclastic
melodic lines of pianist Lennie Tristano, their particular brand of innovative
genius echoed into the myriad jazz fusion blends of the seventies and
eighties. Ultimately, this created the perfect conditions for an audacious
group of four string players equally grounded in jazz improvisation and
classical technique, to split the Eurocentric string quartet atom.

In addition to employing their signature groove-based rhythmic
techniques to transform classic selections from the recording of Birth of the
Cool such as Israel, Venus De Milo, and Jeru into jazz string quartet
masterpieces, the two time GRAMMY® winning Turtle Island Quartet will
take a wide swath through the many other avenues traversed by these
intrepid explorers of cool. Perennial favorites such as Dave Brubeck’s Blue
Rondo a La Turk and Gerry Mulligan’s Bernie’s Tune conjoin with Miles
Davis’s dreamy Miles Ahead, and the Modern Jazz Quartet’s darker Django.
The program will also feature original compositions that share the cross
genre musical stamp endemic to this hallowed mode of jazz music making.

<There will be a short intermission>

The TURTLE ISLAND QUARTET is represented by Baylin Artists Management
721 Hyde Park, Doylestown, PA 18902 tel: 267-880-3750 o fax: 267-880-3757 « email: mbaylin@baylinartists.com

110 recordings: Telarc, Koch International Classics, Windham Hill, Chandos, CC&C Records, GRP, BMG.
For more information on the Turtle Island Quartet, please visit wwuw.turtleislandquartet.com

Season Sponsor: C. A. Webster Foundation

ARTIST PROFILE

The Turtle Island Quartet (known
as the "Turtle Island String Quartet"
before the 2007 release of A Love
Supreme: The Legacy of John
Coltrane) is a San Francisco Bay Area
based jazz string quartet formed in
1985 and still actively touring
worldwide and recording as of 2015.
They were the first string quartet to
achieve artistic and commercial
success integrating jazz improvisation,
jazz rhythms and comping using
extended techniques. Their extensive
repertoire consists primarily of
compositions and arrangements by
quartet members that highlight their
versatility by bridging several styles
including Bluegrass, European
classical music, funk, jazz, Latin
American music, and Indian classical
music.

They became known for their
renditions of jazz standards, such as
founding violinist David Balakrishnan's
Grammy-nominated arrangement of "A
Night In Tunisia" by Dizzy Gillespie,
"Stolen Moments" by Oliver Nelson, or
"Blue Rondo a la Turk" by Dave
Brubeck on Art of the Groove, as well
as for jazz interpretations of famous
classical music pieces, as shown on
the humorously titled "Bach's Lunch"
on The Hamburg Concert. The quartet
has also covered rock and roll pieces,
such as Jimi Hendrix's "Gypsy Eyes"
on Who Do We Think We Are? and
Eric Clapton's - originally Robert
Johnson's - "Crossroads” on Skylife.

In addition to playing as a quartet,
they have collaborated with renowned
jazz artists such as clarinetist Paquito
D'Rivera, pianist Kenny Barron, the
classical string quartet Ying Quartet,
vocalist Tierney Sutton and several
major orchestras.

Their name was taken by co-founder
Darol Anger from Native American
mythology, where "Turtle Island" is the
name for the North American continent,
courtesy of poet Gary Snyder's
influential book of the same name.
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Akropolis Reed Quintet
2:30 PM Sunday, September 27, 2015

Faye Spanos Concert Hall
RECEPTION FOLLOWS

Turtle Island Quartet
2:30 PM Sunday, October 25, 2015

Faye Spanos Concert Hall
RECEPTION FOLLOWS

Tesla Quartet
2:30 PM Sunday, November 15, 2015

Faye Spanos Concert Hall
RECEPTION FOLLOWS

Boston Trio
2:30 PM Sunday, February 14, 2016

Faye Spanos Concert Hall
RECEPTION FOLLOWS

Ensemble Schumann
2:30 PM Sunday, April 17, 2016

Faye Spanos Concert Hall
RECEPTION FOLLOWS

TO OUR AUDIENCE

= The use of cameras and recording
devices of any kind is forbidden.

= There is no smoking in the building.

= Please turn off cellular telephones
and disengage audible signals on
digital devices during concert.

= Concert programs are subject to
change without notice.

= Seating is unreserved for the
2015-16 Season.

= Contributions, including memorials,
are tax deductible to the extent
allowed by law.

Tickets are available at the door or
online at chambermusicfriends.org
Adult: Single $25, Season $100
UOP/Delta Faculty: $15, Season $70
Students with ID: Free
Children 12 and younger: Free

FOCM welcomes children to our concerts.
An adult must accompany children ten
years of age and younger (please, no
babes in arms). At the request of artists,
children should not sit in the first four rows.
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