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PROGRAM NOTES 
By WARREN VAN BllONXHORST 

VERKtARTE NACHT • • Arnold Schoenberg 
Verkliirte Nacht (Transfigured Night) was written about 1899 and pub-
lished in 1905 as Schoenberg's Opus 4. This sextet employs the technique 
and form of the orchestral tone poem within the scope of the chamber music 
idiom. It is a masterpiece of dramatic expression and emotional variety in a 
rich, eloquent and subjective texture. In its string orchestra version it has 
become Schoenberg's best-known composition. It is a rare opportunity, how-
ever, to hear a performance in its original form for six players. 

Unlike most other successful chamber music literature Verkliirte Nacht 
is programmatic music. It is based on a poem by Richard Dehmel, Weib und 
Welt, which tells of a man and woman in love. Wandering in a park in the 
cold moonlight, the woman tells her companion of her guilt: she has been 
married to a man she has not loved; and though she has been unhappy in this 
marriage, she has remained faithful to her marital vows. Now with child by 
this unloved husband, she has fallen in love with the man now walking at her 
side, and she fears that he will condemn her. But his love, in harmony with 
the splendor and radiance of nature, is great enough to overlook the tragedy 
and make the unborn child his own. Schoenberg was extraordinarily success-
ful in his efforts to portray nature and to express the human emotions of the 
poem through tile medium of chamber music. 
STRING SEXTET IN G MA.JOR, OPUS 36 . lohannes Brahms 
Composers such as Boccherini, Brahms, Tschaikovsky, Dvorak, Schoenberg 
and Milhaud have written string sextets, but only the two works in this 
category by Brahms have been performed often enough to have acquired any 
familiarity with chamber music audiences. There are both practical and 
musical reasons for this apparent neglect. To add a violist or a cellist to the 
usual string quartet in order to perform a quintet is comparatively easy, but 
the addition of two such qualified players is riot so easily accomplished. From 
a musical point of view, the adding of two instruments, both falling in the 
lower pitch range, invites the risk of bringing a heaviness_to the musical 
texture of a quasi-orchestral character. 

-The two-string sextets of Brahms are both very successful and beautiful 
works. The Sextet in G Major, Opus 36, was written at Lichtenthal in the 
winter of 1864-65, the winter in which Brahms' mother died and in which he 
began Ein deutsches Requiem. Although the work is essentially filled with 
sunshine, it has its moments of sadness and deep emotion. 

The opening Allegro non troppo, in sonata-allegro form, is pastoral in 
character. A five-note motive spelling out the name Agathe occurs several 
times and has been interpreted by several authors as a musical reference to 
Agathe von Siebold with whom Brahms had been seriously in love. In the 
lyrical Scherzo, Brahms sustains the pastoral mood of the first movement. Its 
opening, a slightly Hungarian melody in duple rhythm, is contrasted by the 
gay but legato waltz of the Trio. The Poco Adagio, although in variation-
form, is not the familiar theme and variations where each section recalls the 
first theme. Here the music, although set in divisions, moves continuously 
with each new section generally drawing its inspiration from what has im-
mediately preceded it. A lighter and less serious movement in sonata-allegro 
form brings the sextet to a close; It possesses an abundance of what Joachim 
called "solJlld-charm". and provides a  to the greater concentration 
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ROCCARDO BRENGOLA, Violin TITO RICCARDI, Viola

GIOVANN! GUGLIELMO, Violin ADRIANOVENDRAMELLI, Cello

MARIO BENVENUTI, Viola ALAIN MEUNIER, Cello

VERKLARTE NACHT (for 6 string instruments), Opus 4

INTERMISSION

SEXTET IN G MAJOR, OPUS 36

Allegro non troppo

Scherzo

Poco Adagio

Poco Allegro

(Students admitted free of charge)

. Schoenberg

. Brahms
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Dr." MIL Mellll:ObIcIII, TftqMr." Mrs. J. LewaI1ea. UndeIl 
Mn. IUcbard Lundblad, LIDdeD 
Mr. " Mn. Doaald Md.auabUD 

Alpine Pacld... Company 
Mr. " Mrs. Charlo E. Behrena 
Mr... Mrs. Amhoay 8eIIo,  
No. JuJlUI Blum 
Dr. and Mn. WIlHam Brock 
Mr. llDd Mrs. John M. Burnett 
Mrs. Mary Chamberlain 
Dr... Mrs. 11Iomu T. Cbea 
Dr. " Mrs. M. A. Dralle 
Ernie Reed Men', Clothier 
Falk', Muak: Center, Tnc:y 
Mr. and Mrs. Geollle Frooblk:ll 
Mr." Mrs. Arthur HelBer 
Mr." Mrs. EriI: Kusel 
Mr. IDd Mn.lIemdt Kolker 

Mrs. Akfcn R. Abbott 
Mr. John A. Abbott 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren AtbortOD 
Mrs. Beryl Bacon 
Mr... Mrs. Slanworth Beckler 
Dr. ,. Mrs. K. C. Belab\e)' 
Mrs. LouIae Bennett 
Mr. ClYde Bertrand 
MI. Mary Bowllnl 
Mr. " Mrs. Horace I. Brown 
Dr. and Mrs. David Bnmer 
MID Violet Buchanan 
Dr. and Mrs. J. H. Bucfdnlham 
Mr. Erwin C. Burmelater 
Mr. Kenneth E. Burnett 
Mr. and Mrs. Dahl Burnham  
Dr. " Mrs. Robert Burna MI. Eather Butte..  
Mr." Mrs. Irvinl R. Byroo 
Mrs AnnelJeBe Chrambedl 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur T. Chute 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick L. Cllftoll 
Mill Eva C. Dalander 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. 0-
Dr. WlUlam C. Dominik 
Dr. and Mrs. WolflllDl Fetsch 
Mr. WIlliam Fltcb 
MI. Helen Flynn 
Mr. a Mrs. Thomaa L. Pruler 
Mr. '" Mrs. Edward  
Mrs. Itvl... Goleman 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Grether 
Mrs. Sam Ha_n 
II!dJe Prlacllia Haynes 
Mr. a: Mrs. Harold Helalnaer 
Dr. a: Mrs. Arthur Holton 
Mr." Mra. Marvin HOUlbtoll 
Dr. ot Mrs. Floyd Jcmn-
Mr. Frank Jonea 
Mrs. Morrla Keuel 
MID Loraine  
)Cr. and Mrs. Calvin L. Lamb 
Mr. a Mrs. Charlea D. La Monet 
Mr. " Mrs. Jamea R. Lew. 
.... A Mrs. Gerald Lowe 

 

DONORS  
Dr. BrIc RoaenberI  
C. A. WebBIer Foundation 
Mr. " Mrs. William H. Wuu-, LiIHIID 
Mr. and Mn. SIdppw Yeo 

SPONSORS 
No. DorI, B. La Moad 
Mn. Glady, Mar 
MJaB Charlotte MlDer 
Mrs. Walter H. Perl 
.Dr. " Mrs. HenJ')' Rixford 
SuI Joaquin lit Federal Sannp  
Dr. and Mrs. Robert SankUl 
Dr. and Mrs. David Sladtner 
Dr. " Mn. PresIon Stedman 
Dr. and Mrs. WlWam W. 1'ba1er 
Mr. " Mrs. PraAk Troke 
Dr. " Mrs. Lucu Un4erwood 
Dr. and Mrs. Wi1IIam Weac 
Dr. and Mn. Bmat W.,. 

MEMBERS 
Mr. " Mrs. 191OP1l C. MartIn 
Mr. Robert H. McCrary
Mrs. Bernard Meer 
Mr." Mrs. John Mendel 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert N.  
Dr. ,. Mrs. Martin Miller 
MlracJe Muak: Store 
Dr. and Mrs. Wilfred MIU:hcI1 
Mu PhI EIlIiloa AJumnj 
Mr. John R. Murphy
Mr. Wayne Nadeau 
Mr." Mrs. Harold A. Noble 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Norman 
MID Suaan Norton 
Dr. and Mrs. Leonhard L. O'Bryoa
Dr. and Mrs. Carroll O'NeillMf.:..   0Illan __ """.. VlIUU 

Mr." Mrs. Jotm PIIJIIIpe
Mr. Glenn Rice 
Mila MllO' lUlIford  
Mr. and Mrs. I. N. Roblnaon,lr.  
Dr." Mrs. Roben R. Rof1II 
Mr. a: Mrs. WiUiam 1tIlII 
Mrs. Neva Rowland 
Dr. a: Mrs. 1!vl1lJ RoY 
Mr. " Mrs. StaIIIe)' If. SandellUi 
Dr. " Mrs. Georp  
Mr. Robert W. SchaenemaD 
Dr." Mrs. Charles SchIl1lnl 
Mrs. Marlorfe Sberkfan 
Dr. and Mrs. &obert J. SmutnJ 
Mr. " Mrs. Stanley R. SteveM, lr. 
Mr. FrecI Stone 
Mr. Dlcbon Titua 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Tonner, Tnc:y 
Mr.llDd Mrs.lobann Uberek 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Van AJatyIne
Dr. aDd Mrs. Warren VllD Broakhont 
Mr. and Mrs. lack Voael 
Mr. and Mrs. Ellery R. Warner 
Mra. EIae WeinbcI1 
Mr. and Mrs. EUiene Weston 
Mr. a: Mrs Raymond WheeIer.lr• 
Mr. A Mrs. CbirI. R. WIddon"..  
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