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Comic Opera in Two Acts

Written by Gioacchino Rossini
First Performance - Venice, 1813

Libretto by Angelo Anelli
English Version by Donald Pippin

A Nation is subdued with the flick of a finger.
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Music by the Pocket Philharmonic

Mustafa, the Bey of Algiers
Elvira, his wife
Zulma, her companion
Haly, captain of the Algerian pirates,

Mustafa's right-hand man
Lindoro, a young Italian, by an odd quirk

of fate, Mustafa's favorite slave
Isabella, an Italian girl
Taddeo, h~r aged but still hopeful

companion
Eunuchs, slaves, pirates

There will be one intermission

THIS PERFORMANCE WAS MADE POSSIBLE IN PART BY A GRANT
FROM THE CALIFORNIA ARTS COUNCIL.



DONALD PIPPIN, Music Director and Creator of Pocket Opera - Since 1960, Mr. Pippin has trans­
lated and reorchestrated forty operas to the delight of Bay Area residents and a growing
audience throughout California who have experienced Pocket Opera on tour. After seventeen
years at the Old Spaghetti Factory, Pocket Opera has moved to larger theatres in order to
accommodate the growing audience for his work. Pippin's career itself (from Zebulin, North
Carolina, to Harvard, to New York as pianist/accompanist for Balanchine's School of American
Ballet, and finally to San Francisco where Pippin has been actively performing music and
writing his opera translations since the 1950's) would probably provide the source of a great
libretto for a contemporary opera. Pippin's translations are beginning to be recognized by
music publishers and opera companies around the country as refreshing and exciting versions
by Offenbach, Donizetti, Rossini, Mozart and others in the Pocket Opera repertory.

PETER BECKER, Baritone, is in his second season with Pocket Opera. Mr. Becker has recently
appeared in the West Bay Opera productions of Madame Butterfly (Yamadori and the Commissary)
and Rigoletto (Marullo). He also sang the role of Boniface in the Comedia dell 'Opera produc­
tion of Angelique last year.

ROBERT CORRICK, Baritone, is entering his third season with Pocket Opera. He has appeared in
Pocket Opera productions of Verdi's Stiffelio and Louisa Miller; Smetana's Two Widows;
Von Flotow's Martha; and Rossini's The Italian Girl in Algiers. Robert has been performing
around the Bay Area at the Cannery and Sak's Fifth Avenue; with the Lamplighters and Marin
Opera.

MARVIN KLEBE, Baritone, is the founder and managing director of the Cinnabar Opera Theater
in Petaluma where he has been preparing and presenting programs of opera and music since 1972.
He started his professional career in 1962 after being named regional winner of the Metropolitan
Opera Auditions, and has sung with the San Francisco Fall and Spring Opera, Goldovsky Opera
Theater, Western Opera Theater, the Lamplighters, Pocket Opera, and the Festival of Two Worlds
in Spoleto, Italy. He has toured in Belgium, France, Holland and Germany and has appeared as
guest soloist in many concerts. Mr. Klebe has also recorded for Cambridge Records.

MAXINE LITWAK, Mezzo Soprano, has appeared as a solo guest artist with the Marin Symphony,
Brown Bag Opera, and the Marine Community Chorus, and as a recitalist for the Indian Valley
Colleges Cultural Series. A recent scholarship winner in the Marin Opera Company auditions,
Ms. Litwak previously won a Marin Symphony Association award and was a regional finalist in
the San Francisco Opera Merola auditions and the San Diego Opera Center auditions. She has
performed with the Marin Opera Company, West Bay Opera, Cinnabar Opera Theater and
San Francisco Spring Opera Theatre. In addition to opera, Ms. Litwak is active in oratorio
and is a cantoral soloist.

NEXT CONCERT: SOLISTI DI ZAGREB - SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1984

LATE COM E RS
In consideration of the performers and our audience, we have
adopted the following policy which will be strictly enforced
at all future concerts: There will be NO seating while a per­
formance is in proqress.



SIGMUND SEIGEL, Tenor, is a native of New York City where he has done much solo work and fre­
quent oratorio performances. He has sung with the Norman Luboff Choir,the New Jersey State
Opera Company, and the Goldovsky Opera Company. He is currently a member of the San Francisco
Opera Chorus and has recently appeared as Quint in the San Francisco Conservatory's production
of Turn of the Screw.

ELAINE SNYDER, Soprano, has been critically acclaimed in a wide variety of roles, including
Susanna and Barbarina in The Marriage of Figaro, Sophie in Der Rosenkavalier, Adele in Die
Fledermaus, and the title role of Floyd's Susannah. She has performed extensively in oratorio
and concert, and in 1979 appeared with the classical guitarist Rian McGonigal in their own
half-hour program for PBS which was televised nationally. Ms. Snyder has appeared with the
Philadelphia Lyric Opera, the Opera Company of Philadelphia, and the Syracuse Opera Theatre.
While still a student at Manchester College in Indiana, she performed in both opera and
theatre pieces such as The Medium, Suor Angelica, and A Streetcar Named Desire. Since coming
to the Bay Area she has performed with Pocket Opera, Spring Opera Theatre, Brown Bag Opera,
Scholar Opera, Cinnabar Opera Theatre, Novato Lyric Opera.

DANIEL STANLEY, Tenor, debuted with Pocket Opera in 1981 in Verdi's Stiffelio and is begin­
ning his second season with the company. Daniel sings allover San Francisco through
San Francisco Talent Bank and has a depth of experience in singing for weddings, Bar Mitzvahs,
birthdays, and other special occasions. Daniel is also a member of the Joseph Liebling
Ensemble in Oakland. He holds a B.F.A. from University of the Pacific in Voice and Perfor­
mance Violin.

ROBERT TATE, Tenor, made his San Francisco Opera debut in Samson et Dalila in 1980, and has
performed frequently with the company in subsequent seasons. As Valere in Mechem's Tartuffe
and Antigonus in Harbison's Winter Tale, he took part in two world premieres given by
San Francisco Opera's American Opera Project. His appearances in oratorio include the
Beethoven C Minor Mass with the San Francisco Symphony under the Baton of Michael Tilson­
Thomas, and Stravinsky's Les Noces with the Oakland Ballet. At home in all musical periods,
Mr. Tate's vocal instructors include Leopold Simoneau, and he participated in master classes
given by Luciano Pavarotti. Among his awards was first place in the San Francisco Regionals
at the 1979 San Francisco Opera Finals. Apart from his long association with Pocket Opera,
he has appeared with Spring Opera, Brown Bag Opera, Nevada Opera and at the Aspen Music
Festival.

DAVID TIGNER ,Baritone, has appeared with the San Francisco Opera, Spring Opera Theatre,
Brown Bag Opera, San Diego Opera and the Oakland Symphony. He sang the title role in the
premiere of Andrew Imbrie's Prometheus Bound. He is the recipient of many awards including
the Henry Holt Award.

VICKY VAN DEWARK, Lyric Mezzo, appears regularly with Pocket Opera, and has performed on the
West Coast with the San Francisco Ballet, the Sacramento Symphony, at the Festival Corvallis
in Oregon, with the University Symphony at Hertz Hall, at the Concord Pavillion and with the
Oakland Symphony Chorus. She made her Davies Hall Deput in Bach's B Minor Mass with the
California Bach Society.

LAWRENCE VENZA, Baritone, has performed major roles for Pocket Opera, Marin Opera, West Bay
Opera and Novato Opera. He studied under Tito Gobbi at the Opera Workshop in Florence among
other places, and was an apprentice in the Santa Fe Opera Program.
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~ Founded by Walter H. Perl in 1956
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BENEFACTOR
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Anonymous
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DONORS
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